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FOOD SECURITY — PROTECTION MEASURES 

3563. Hon Adele Farina to the Minister for Child Protection representing the Minister for Agriculture and 
Food 

I refer to the issue of food security, and ask — 

(1) What action has the Minister taken and what measures are in place to ensure food security for the 
residents of Western Australia? 

(2) What measures are in place to protect Priority Agriculture and Agriculture land from rezoning to 
another use? 

(3) What measures are in place to protect Priority Agriculture and Agriculture land from encroachment of 
non-compatible uses such as mining? 

(4) What assurance will the Minister provide landowners of Priority Agriculture and Agriculture land, that 
the viability of their businesses will not be negatively impacted by coal mining and coal seam gas 
mining, particularly in the South West region? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

(1) Over the last three years several actions have been taken to ensure the  food security for the residents of 
Western Australia and work continues  by the Department of Agriculture and Food (DAFWA) to 
strengthen the security of Western Australia’s food supply. These range from preparing  for acute 
incidents through to considering the longer term pressures on our food supply, such as: 

(i) From the lessons learned during the Varanus Island Gas  Disruption, the State’s emergency 
response plan has been revised to elevate the priority for food to ensure the continuous supply 
of food to Western Australian residents. 

(ii) DAFWA have been involved in the planning for response to pandemic flu to ensure the supply 
of food to Western Australian  residents. 

(iii) DAFWA are working continuously with the major supermarkets (Woolworths, Coles and 
IGA) to monitor supply and promote the  sourcing of Western Australian product, particularly 
through the Buy West Eat Best campaign that aims to raise the demand for local produce. 

(iv) DAFWA are also investigating the vulnerability to breakdown, of the Western Australian food 
supply chain, especially from the impacts of weather and transport disruption, and planning for 
alternative supply. 

(v) DAFWA continue to be involved in many forums that consider the longer term pressures on 
Western Australia’s food supply, including land planning and climate change. 

(vi) DAFWA conducts substantial research and development, biosecurity, farm business capacity 
building and other programs aimed at improving sustainable food production and work with 
local, national and international partners toward that objective. 

(vii) DAFWA works through national Primary Industries Standing  Committee and in support of 
Primary Industries Ministerial  Council to optimise Australia’s science and innovation 
capacity, research and development collaborations, biosecurity, natural resource management, 
product and market development and  regulatory arrangements for the food and agriculture 
sectors. 

(viii) DAFWA works closely with all food production and processing sectors to enhance business 
capability to address local food market needs and opportunities. 

(ix) DAFWA works with small landholders and organic food producers to foster diversity of 
supply of locally grown food. 

(2) The Western Australian Planning Commission’s State Planning Policy 2.5 Agricultural and Rural land 
use planning includes provisions to protect land which is zoned Priority Agriculture. This includes a 
requirement to prepare an Agricultural Impact Assessment. 

Measures to protect Priority Agriculture and rural land also apply in  statutory region and local planning 
schemes and policies. 

(3) The measures outlined in my response to your second question apply to land uses which are not 
compatible with agriculture such as urban, rural- residential and industrial developments. In addition to 
re-zoning, applications to subdivide and develop Priority Agriculture may also require an Agricultural 
Impact Assessment. 
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In regard to mining, there is a separate approval process required for mining which is the environmental 
impact assessment process under the Environment Protection Act.  

(4) Western Australia’s comprehensive environmental approval processes which apply to mining 
developments and land planning ensure development does not negatively impact the environment.  

 


